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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to shed light on the strategic balance of power in the Arabian Gulf
region in light of fact of the turbulent situation in the region, and sought to provide a
vision for the future reality of the balance of power between the parties in the equation
is the Gulf, and they are: Iran, which still represents one of the main poles of the
military balance in region, and the Gulf States, both at the collective level of the six
countries or on the level of each Gulf state alone, which was and still is the weaker
party in the regional balance, as well as the United States, which since 1991 has become
an active party in the equation of Gulf security, and enhance this role with the
occupation Iraq's military in 2003, in addition to Iraq, which shifted from a key party in
the equation of the strategic balance of forces in the Gulf last three decades, to just one
side of the marginal continued U.S. role in the region, and finally Israel, which is the
most serious factors of instability in the Middle East in general.

The study attempted to answer a series of questions such as:

Forst: What are the main features of the political and strategic realities in the Gulf, with
the beginning of the twenty-first century?

Second: What are the main regional and international factors and variables that have
contributed to the shaping of the current strategic reality in the Gulf?

Third: What are the main parties which have nominated for the formation of future
strategic balance of power in the Gulf?

Fourth: What are the main features of the future balance of power equation in the Gulf?
Fifth: What are the results that may come from this new equation for the balance of
power? Will it lead to a balance of war or the balance of peace in the region?

The study concluded a set of results including:

First: the Arabian Gulf region since the Gulf War in 1991 experiencing a clear case of
imbalance in regional balances of power, both among Gulf Arab states and Iran, or

between Iran and Iraq.
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Second: increased imbalance in the regional balance of power after the American
occupation of Iraq in 2003, where the United States has become an essential actor in the
equation of balance of regional powers.

Third: The equation of balance of power in the Gulf complicated with Iran's
development of military capabilities, and its attempts to acquire non-conventional
military capabilities, in the presence of U.S. military presence in Iraq, under the
situation of vulnerability experienced by Gulf Arab states militarily and strategically.
Fourth: The future of the strategic balance of power in the Gulf region in a state of
complexity and confusion about the regional balance equation can take one of the
following scenarios:

- The first scenario: the status quo: it has dominated the two major forces on the
regional balance of power equation; Iran which based on conventional military force
and attempts to develop and own nuclear weapons, and the second force is the United
States through a direct military presence in Iraq and the rest of the Gulf, depending
upon on Israel as a tool of American hegemony.

- Scenario II: Gulf Arab countries to enter the equation to balance: through the
development of their political, military and economic self away from the United States,
taking advantage of a security partnerships with major powers influential in the
international system, particularly Russia, China, France and the European Union in
general.

- The third scenario: the withdrawal of the United States from the equation of balance:
through withdrawal from Iraq, the dismantling of some other military bases across the
Gulf, and a return to play the role of external balancer, working to strengthen the new
Iraq as a strategic ally of the United States to provide military support for the
reconstruction of Iraqi military force capable of achieving the kind of balance in the

face of military force in Iran.
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- Scenario IV: complete abandonment of the balance of powers and policies of
competition and conflict: through the pursuit of all parties concerned in the Gulf to the
elaboration of a collective consensus to achieve security in the Gulf, so this formula
takes into account the interests of various parties and wasted what could be some of the
obsession and the legitimate concerns .

The researcher finds that the first scenario of continuing the status quo and limiting the
balance of strategic forces in the Gulf of the United States and Iran is the scenario that
can be governed by strategic interactions in the Gulf region over the next decade at
least.

At the end of this study, the researcher recommended a series of recommendations:
1) the need to accelerate economic integration of GCC in all areas.

2) the need to work to transform the Aljazzera defense forces into a military power,
including a unified Gulf armies of the six states in full.

3) Gulf Arab states need to build political and military alliances with both Russia and
China and the European Union.

4) review the nature of relations between Gulf States and United States, and the revision
of bilateral agreements with the United States.

5) activating the ways of dialogue between the Arab Gulf states and Iran in all fields:
political, economic, social and cultural as well as military, and work to build confidence
between the two sides.

6) increased attention to the Gulf in the new Iraq, and to provide all kinds of political
and economic support him, and to contribute to the reconstruction efforts and
reconstruction in Iraq even more.

7) the consolidation of relations with Gulf Arab states surrounding Arab countries,
which is the broader strategic dimension to these countries.

8) promote ties between GCC and Turkey, and activate the areas of political, economic

and military with them.
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